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* worthy FRIENDS, 


. . | 
INHABITANTS 

les _--1 _l 
St. Clements Danes, 2 

1 THIS 

11 Preach'd at — Leave of them, 

7 And publiſh d at their Requeſt, 

„ Is, with all Gratitude and Eſteem, 
19 Dedicated by their Obliged, 


| | Humble Servant, 
J. Roczrs _ 
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Mar Tk. XXV. 19. 


After a long Time cometh the Lord 
of thoſe Servants, and reckoneth 
with them. | 


N the Parable whence 
theſe Words are taken, 
we have an Inſtance 
of that inimitable Elo- 
quenee, which ſpake at 


never Man fpake. We . 4 
have here the Meaſures 


of our Duty to God, and; Z 


the n that enforce it, ſet before us 
B in 


2 [2 

in an Alluſion ſo plain and ſimple, and 
yet ſo extenſive in its Views, and ſo affect. 
ing in its Addreſs, that while it inſtructs 
the meaneſt Capacity, it engages Reye- 
rence and Attention from the greateſt, 
and ſtrikes with irreſiſtible Impreſſion 


on the moſt improved Underſtanding, 


We are here every one led to confider 
Sod as our common Lord and Maſter, 
the Author and Giver of every good Gift, 
dur ſelves as his Servants or Stewards, 
who, in various Meaſures, have received 
from his Goodneſs ſuch Bleſſings or Abi- 

lities, as may fit us for the ſeveral Sta- 
tions or Offices of Life, to which his Pro- 
vidence appoints us. We are called up- 
on, to obſerve that theſe are committed 
to us as a Truſt or Loan, for whoſe due 
Management we are accountable to the 
Donor. If we faithfully acquit our felves 
of this probationary Charge, we ſhall re- 
ceive far greater Inſtances of our Lord's 
Confidence and Favour :; but if we are 
remiſs and negligent in it, we muſt ex- 
pe& to feel his Reſentment and Diſplea- 
ſure, We are aſſured, that there will 
be a Time, when the Lord will came 

and reckon with every one diſtinctly, 
and demand a particular Account of eve- 
ry Talent committed to him, This Dy 
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of Fig viry, indeed, is here 
as at 4 Diſtance. This 2 
us wholly for Probation, nor will our Ac- 
count be called for, till this Scene of | 
_ is cloſed, And many Centuries 
be yet to come before that g great | 
nal Audit may begin. But tho 
the Tine be thus long, according to the 
Meaſures of human, Computation, yet 
tis fixed and appointed in the Covniels 
of God, * in whoſe Sig bt a Thouſand Tears 
are as one Day. It will * 17 
and our eternal Hip D! pinels or Mi e- 
pend on the Eren it: And thee re 
t concerſis us to keep the Proſpect of it 
always in our View, and condutt our 
ſelves under à cofiſtant Senſe and Ex- 
F ectation ik. 


Theſe art the prinap pal Concluſiors to 
rhich the Repreſentation of the Parable 
alls oiit Attention. But the divine Au- 

hor has alſo adapted every Incident of 

he Relation to 0 us to ſome ſpi piri- 
ual inſtruction. Agteeably we learn henge 

hat tis the Appointment of infinite Wit: 
dom, that the Talents wy Men bra be 
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141 . 
| $5. OY adjuſted, both in their Kind and 
Proportion, to the Diverſity of Offices 
which Human Life requires to be ſup- 
ply' d. But. tho' the Gifts. of Men be, 

for theſe wiſe and neceſſary Reaſons, un- 
equal in themſelves, yet none can with 
- Juſtice repine at. the Donor, ſince be it 
more or leſs that is beſtowed on him, tis 
all pure, unmerited Favour. Each ought 
therefore to be thankful, and ſatisfy d with 
his Portion, and inſtead of envying the 
more liberal Allotments of another, apply 
himſef to the Improvement of his own. 
And this he will be induced to do, when 
he conſiders, what he is here farther taught, 
that the Difficulty of the Task riſes in 
proportion to the Number of Talents 
committed to each. He who had receiv- 
ed the Five, was required to gain other 
Five : and he who had receiv'd Ten, 
was call'd upon to account for other Ten. 
*Tis therefore an Argument rather for 
Gratitude than Complaint, that our Ma- 
ſter has laid on us a lighter Burden, ap- 
pointed us a more eaſy and leſs extended 
Service, than he has required from other 

Men. Eſpecially when we obſerve, that I. 
our Intereſt in the Favour and Approba- 
tion of God, does not depend on the 
Number of our Talents, but dur Dili- 

Ls. gence 


Py, 


2 . 997 25 
gence and Application in the Mans 8 
nent of them. He who had received 
but two Talents, for his Fidelity in thoſe 
few Things, was admitted into-the Foy of 
is Lord: and he who came laſt, was 
eproved, not for having fewer Talents, 
hut leſs Aſſiduity than the reſt, and not 
mproving what. was committed to him, 
n the ſame Proportion that others had 
lone. 


The moral Argument, then, and ſum- 
ry Drift of the Parable, is to engage 
dur utmoſt Attention to the Improve- 
ent of ſuch Talents as God has be- 
owed on us, whether they be great or 
all, many or few, under a conſtant 
Apprehenſion of the Account we muſt 
ive for them, when our Lord ſball come 
nd reckon with us. To this general Ap- 
lication we are led, by a great variety 
important Reflections here ſuggeſted 
d us: But, I think, they will all come 
nto our Conſideration, if we diſtinctly 
blerve, | | 


I. What we are to underſtand by 
theſe Talents, or what will be im- 
puted to us under that Character. 


II. The 


Wes. 
* 


5 2 
mY 
1. The Daty of improving them, hefe 
enjoin'd. | | 
III. The Account God will take of 
our Management. | 


Now, by theſe Talents are firſt and 
principally meant, the Communications 
and Graces of the Holy Spirit, which 
he beſtows in various Kinds and Mea- 
ſures, dividing to every Man, ſeverally, 
as he will . And, in a Subordination 
to theſe, all the Means, Opportunities, 
Motives, and ' Abilities to exerciſe or 
improve theſe Graces; all the Powers 
of our Nature; all Advantages of Sta- 
tion; Fortune, Education, or Inftru&iort; 
in ſum, whatever may enable us to be, 
or to do good. For all, whatever we 
have, and whatever we are, we receive 
ſrom God, under an Obligation to pro- 
mote the wiſe Ends for which he be⸗ 
ſtows his Favours on us. In a more par- 
ticular View we may obſerve, that God 
has diſtinguiſh'd our Nature by Faculties 
but little lower than thoſe of his Angels, 
He has given us Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, by an attentive Application of which, 
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* I Cor. xii. 11. 


Wwe 


(24 
re may diſcern Good from Evil, enquire 
into the Cauſes, Relations, and Conſe- 
quences of Things, and collect the pro- 
per Rules of Judgment and Action. The 
Corruption, indeed, of our Nature by the 
Fall has very much obſcur'd the Light, 
and weaken d the Authority of this Fa- 
ulty ; but ſtill it remains an univerſal 
ift of God to Mankind: And tho' tis in- 
lulg'd to ſome in greater Degrees of Per- 
ection, and with greater Advantages of 
ulture, than to others; yet 'tis given 
o all Men, in ſuch a Meaſure, and with 
uch Opportunities of Improvement, as 
ay render it ſufficient for their Dire- 
jon. In. the one Point neceſſary, the 
nowledge of Duty, and the Purſuit of 
lappineſs, God has, by the Revelation 
t the Goſpel, fo graciouſly ſupplied the 
defe&s of Reaſon, that the meaneſt Un- 
ſtanding may thence learn all he is 
dncerned to know in order to be happy. 
e may be wile 1n all that deſerves the 


God ame of Wiſdom, even wife unto Sal- 

ties tion. Nay, the Goſpel has not only 

get lighten'd the Darkneſs, but provided 
nd- : 


eans to reſtore alſo the Authority of 
aſon, Such Aſſiſtances of divine Grace 
tend every Chriſtian upon the eaſy Con- 
tion of applying for it, as may * 

Im 


hich, 


* ” 


We 
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181 
him to direct his Will, and govern his 
Affections, and ſubdue every Reluctancy 
of his Corruption. Theſe Talents o 
Nature are in ſome Meaſure common to 
all Men; and in theſe Improvements o 
Grace every Chriſtian has ſome Share, ac- 
commodated to the Part aflign'd him te 
act; and, if his own Diligence and Ap 
plication are not wanting, ſufficient tc 
conduct him through the ſeveral Stages 
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22 


| of it. We muſt take alſo farther inte i 
the Account all the Means afforded u 
for cultivating theſe Gifts of Nature o & 


Grace, all Opportunities of Inſtruction 
and eſpecially of attending the Miniſt 

and Ordinances of Religion; the Car 
beſtow'd on us in our Education; tht 
Reproofs and Example of good Men; the 
Occaſions offer'd, and the Abilities give 
us for the Exerciſe of any Virtue, an 
the Motives that perſuade us to compl 
with them. All theſe we are to look u 
on as Talents, Gifts of God depoſited wit! 
us, for the diligent Uſe and Applicatiot 
of which we are accountable to his Ju 
ſtice. And when we obſerve the infinit 
Number and Variety of theſe Gifts, hoy 
large a Portion even the leaſt furniſhe( 
has receiv'd from his Maſter, we mul, 
acknowledge, that our Lord has, in thi 
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hie parable, repreſented our Charge much 
wy. lower than a is in Fact and Real? For 
. Ki who is there that has received ſo little as 


times ten, from the Bounty of God.? 


©, * When we conſider our ſelves in compari- 
* ſon with our Fellow- ſervants, we are apt 


enough to multiply the Number, and en- 


at ta hance the Value of our ſeveral Endow- 
025 ments and Advantages. Few are inclin'd, 
OY in this Eſtimate of themſelves, to drop 
A "Wany Article of Ornament to their Chara- 
re. "Wer, and which may repreſent them as 
= uſeful and ſignificant in Life. Let us 
0 chen compute with the ſame Exactneſs 

BY chen we conſider our ſelves with rela- 
5 5 tion to God, as Debtors to his Goodneſs, 
>. tuand Stewards of his manifold Gifts; re- 
* membring that every one is noted in bis 


Book, will be 1mputed in our Charge, 


mpliW-nd requir'd with Improvement at our 
& ok Hands. It 1mports us therefore, | 
_ IL To obſerve” the Duty of Improve- 


ment here enjoin'd, and to enquire 
what Conduct will acquit us of it. 


It is ſuppos'd here, that theſe Talents 
re improveable; for if they were of no 
ſe, they would be of no Value, nor 
mM 0: would 


one Talent, nay, as ten, or even ten 


— 
— 


[ 10 } 


would any Obligation of Debt ariſe from 
them. That we are bound to improve 
them, we need no other Argument than 
the Command of God: And our, Con- 
cern to do it, appears from the Penalties 
he has threaten'd to the Neglect of it. 
But we may alſo obſerve farther, with 
reſpect to the Gifts both of Nature and 
Grace, that they cannot continue long at 
one Stay; but unleſs they are 1mprov'd, 
they will be loſt; unleſs we go forward, 
we ſhall unavoidably go backward, and 
| loſe Ground. We ſee, in frequent In- 
' ſtances, the fineſt Parts and Capacities of 
Mind, without proper Culture, and a 
continual Proficiency, Juindle Pray into 
a very mean and contemptible Figure. 
And ovr Acquiſitions of Skill and Know- 
ledze cannot be preſerv'd without Uſe 
and Exerciſe. The ſame may be obſerv'd 
of moral Accompliſhments. It requires 
much Care and Attention to form a vir- 
tuous Habit, and much greater to preſerve 
it in Vigour. If we do not improve our 
Strength, it will daily be diminiſh'd and 
impair'd: If we remit our Guard, Sin 
lies at the Door, and our Corruption 1s al- 
ways ready to give it Admittance. And 
the Nature of Grace is ſuch, that unleſs 
we co-operate with its Motions, and cul- 
„„ 


8 


e WY tivate It by Uſe and Application, its Ix 


V I * 1 | 
Wah preſhons will gradually wear out, and'be 
e 762 pie of God will bot alway; 
Hes ſtrive auth Man. He gives us a Stock to 


i. manage equal to the Services he expects 
it from us ; but if we are ſlothful and neg- 
ligent, f we will not exert our ſelves 


F Nu given, he wil recall the uſeleſs Gift. 
le from him (ſays he) the Talent, and 
tive it to him that hath ten Talents *. It 
is therefore of the utmoſt Importance to 
us, to attend diligently to the Improve- 
ment of every Talent committed to us; 
nto not only becauſe this will be an Article 
of ſtri& Enquiry in the Day of our Ac- 
count, but becauſe if they are not im- 
Uſe proy'd, they will immediately be taken 
from us; our Powers will be weaken'd, 

and we ſhall forfeit thoſe Aſſiſtances 
which ſhould enable us to retrieve our 
Miſcarriage. What this Improvement 
Implies, and by what Conduct we may 


" 1 acquit our ſelves of this Duty, is there: 

ein Pre an Enquiry of the neareſt Concern 
) us. 

al- | 2 | 

\nd — MW 

leſs — 


* Mat, xxv. 28. 
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C 2 Now 


and apply it to the Purpoſes for which it . 


— 
* 
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EY 
Now the proper Improvement of all 
God's Gifts to us, 1s employing them to 
the Promotion of his Glory, This is the 
End the Almighty propos'd in our Crea-Mo 
tion, in all the Powers with which he haste 
endued us, and all the Aids of Grace heir 
has vouchſafed to us. This thereforeMp 


muſt be regarded as the primary Obliga- b 
tion of our Nature, the Truſt and Con- 
dition on which every Gift is committed ite 
to us. Whatever other Improvements welt! 
may make of them, will profit us nothing, ir 
nor be admitted as any Proof of our Fi- Ha. 
delity, in the Day of Reckoning. Well 
may cultivate our Underſtanding by 
Learning and Study, and extend our 
Knowledge through all the Subjects o 
human Enquiry: But if our End be on 
ly to gratify our Curioſity or our Vanity, 
this 18 not ſerving God, but our ſelves, 
So likewiſe we may increaſe our Portion 
of God's outward Gifts; but if we ap- 
ply them only to the Enlargement of our 
own Conveniences, this is not the Im- 
provement our Maſter expects, neither 
will it be plac'd to his Account, but out 
own. And how much ſoever we ma 
have gain'd to our ſelves, we ſhall be pro- 
_ unprofitable Servants . to him. 
We are indeed allow'd to take — 
ure 


C13] 7 

ſure in the Acceſſions of Knowledge 
and Fortune we acquire, to rejoice 1n 
them as our Portion, and Inſtruments 
of preſent Satisfaction and Convenience 
to us; but ſtill we are to remember, that, 
in our Reckoning with God, all theſe Im- 
provements of our Capacities and Abili- 
ties will be added to our Receipts. The 
Application of them to our temporal In- 
ereſts in ſuch a meaſure as exceeds not 


ndeed be indulg'd us, but not allow'd as 
Many Part of our Diſcharge. The only 

Uſe that God will permit us to ſet in 
balance of our Debt to him, is employ- 
ing them as Means of increaſing and mul- 
plying our Graces, or as Inſtruments 
of exerciſing them in Works of Piety and 
Virtue. Every Gift of God 1s capableof 


Learning and Knowledge we are enabled 


defend the Faith, explain and enforce the 
Doctrines of the Goſpel; to inſtruct the 
lenorance, and correct the Errors of our 
Brethren. By Riches and Authority 
we are enabled to ſupport and promote 
the Service of God; to aſſiſt and reward 
im. choſe who labour in it; to procure to our 
ſelves and others the Comfort of his Or- 

dinances, 


he Bounds of Juſtice and Innocence will 


theſe Applications. By the Advantages of. 


to excell in ſpiritual Underſtanding ; to 


— 


| AB WO 

dinances, and the Means of Inſtruction 
to relieve the Indigence of the Poor; te 
be a Terror to Evil-doers, and give Pro 
tection and Encouragement to them that 
do well. When we thus apply theſe 
Gifts of God, as Means and Inſtrument 
by which we bring into Exerciſe and A 
ction the Graces of his Spirit, the Zeal, 
the Juſtice, and Charity he infuſes inte 
our Hearts, theſe are Improvements whic 
God will own. He will immediatel 
bleſs our Fidelity, and render it fruitfu 
in greater Gifts, and more abundant Mea 
ſures of Grace; and, in the Day of ou 
Account, will acknowledge it to us, in 
proportionable Allotments of Reward anc 
Glory. But the Rule and Meaſure by 
which our Lord will proceed in reckon-if q 
ing with us, 1s our | | 


IId Enquiry. 


And this is either expreſſy taught us 
in this Parable, or may by juſt Inference 
be collected from it. 1 


1ſt, We are here expreſſy taught, that 
the Divine Juſtice, in this Scrutiny, will 
eſtimate and reward every one's Fidelity, 
according to a compound Proportion, 
com- 


| | [15 ] 
urns they have made. 


2dly, That an Account will be. de- 
manded of every Talent; from him who 
Was received Five, of the whole Five 
nd from him who has received Ten, of 
he whole Ten; and conſequently it will 


Leal, ot be admitted, as a ſufficient Plea of 
py Diligence, that we have made ſome Im- 
— drovement, unleſs the Improvement be 
ate 


nſwerable to the Number and Value of 
bur Gifts. Should he who had received 
ve Talents, have gained only One, when 
ze might, as he was bound, have gained 
ive, his Account muſt have been de- 
eve ; by the Rules of Procedure here 
pblerved, he muſt have been cenfured as 
ſlothful Servant, and even more cri mi- 
ally ſo, than he who had been unprofi- 
able in One. For each of his Five Ta- 
ents were given with the ſame Truſt and 
22 ntention, and were as capable of Im- 
ence 
s certainly greater than miſapplying One. 
nd by Parity of Reaſon we may con- 
that lude, that if he who has received but 


will Two Talents, ſhall gain Five, his Appro- 
ity, ation and Reward from his Maſter will 


ion, be 
oOM-Wm- + 


omparing their Receipts with, the Re- 


N 


drovement as the others One. And the 
uilt and Neglect of miſapplying Four, 
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[16] 
be greater, than his who makes only the 
fame Improvement of Five ; becauſe hi 
Improvement, in Proportion to his Re 
ceipts, is more than double to the others, 
This, indeed, we only collect by Pari 
of Argument from the Place before us 
but tis directly taught in the 19th o 
St. Luke, where the ſame Subject is treat. w 
ed, tho? in a different View. The Stock 
committed to each Servant 1s there ſup 1 
poſed equal, but increaſed in various 
Meaſures; by one Five-Fold; by anothe 
Ten-Fold, and agreeably their Reward i 
proportion'd to the Improvement mad 
by each; the one is made Ruler over. 
Five. Cities, the other over Ten. ; 


34ly, We learn alſo farther, from the 
Sentence here paſs'd on the unprofitable 
Servant, with what Severity our Unfaith 
fulneſs in this Truſt will be reſented by 
God. The Plea of that Servant may 
. ſeem to offer ſomething which might in-f gi 
title him to Excuſe, tho* not Commen- 
dation — * Lo there thou haſt what is MM 
_ thine, — But the Weakneſs of this Plea ap- 


pears, when we conſider, that the In- — 
"i — W. 


* Matt. xxv 25. 


creaſe 


ns %. i 
creaſe was as much due to his Lord 
« Res the original Stock; and conſequently, 
the Suggeſtion was falſe ; he did not ren- 


I, der to his Maſter what was his, but only 
us None Moiet of what he owed him; and was 
* therefore juſtly condemned to utter Dark- 
** neſs. But if this will be his Portion, 
Stock who, tho' he makes no Improvement, 
ay VG: preſerves his Talent entire and un- 
5 = dimmiſh'd ; what Sentence muſt they 
on expect, who ſquander away the Princ1- 
d pal itſelf in Trifles and Vanity, or which 
nadel! ſtill worſe, in Actions of Affront and 

Diſhonour to God, and in the Service of 
00" his Enemy? Our bleſſed Lord, unwil- 

ling to ſuppoſe ſuch Ingratitude, has de- 
the ſcended no lower in the Criminal Cha- 
abl racter, than a negative Guilt, in not 
lich uſing the Talent at all: But, alas! how 
by many are there who abuſe the Gifts of 
£0 God to Sin, and make the Abilities his 
in Goodneſs has beſtowed on them, the In- 


ſtruments of offending him? How fre- 


gy: quently do we ſee great Endowments of 
xj Mind or Fortune devoted wholly to the 
1. Service of Mens Luſts? And if the idle 


and unfruitful Servant, who only ſat ſtill 


be caſt into utter Darkneſs, how heavy, 
muſt we conclude, will be their Sentence, 
ig D who 


when he ought to have been active, ſhall 


\\ 


[13 ] 
who have been active in Evil? Who 
have deſerted to the Adverſaries of God, 
and employ'd the very Arms they re- 
ceived from Heaven in Rebellion againſt 
it? The Judge of all the Earth will aſ- 
ſuredly do Right, and proportion his 
— to the Aggravations of the 
rime. 


In Application of this Parable I have 
before obſerved its general View and 
Intention, to excite Men to live and a& 
under a ſerious, habitual Regard to the 
Event of that Day, when our Lord ſpall 
come, and reckon with us, We have 
ſeen upon what Articles his Enquiry 
will be formed, the good or ill Manage- 
ment of thoſe Talents he has commit- 
ted to us. That we may judge of our 
Charge therefore, let us I/, attentively 
reflect on the Nature and Number of 
God's Gifts to us, and what Improve- 
ment each is capable of. It concerns 
then, 2dly, to examine our ſelves upon 
each Article ; how we have acquitted 
our ſelves of the Duties it requires from 
us, whether we have acted up to the Abi- 
lities and Opportunities God has given 
us of promoting his Glory, whether we 
have duly cultivated the Seeds of Gy 
| | an 


1 
and? with an honeſt and open Heart re- 
ceived, and obey'd its Suggeſtions ; whe- 
ther we have diligently attended to the 
Means afforded us of growing wiſer and 
better, frequented the holy Ordinances, 
and hearken'd to = Teachers of Reli- 


gion. Or if we have, what Fruit theſe 
excellent Means of Improvement have 
brought forth in us. Do we find our 
ſelves advanced in ſpiritual Knowledge 
and Underſtanding, in Piety and Holi- 
neſs of Life, in Purity, Meekneſs, and 
Charity, in a Meaſure proportionable to 
the Calls and Aſſiſtances, the Invitation 
and Inſtruction we have had? With re- 
ſpect to thoſe outward Talents God has 
intruſted with us, have we faithfully 
employ'd them to the Promotion of his 
Honour, in the Exerciſe of Chriſtian 
Graces, in ſuch Works of Devotion, 
Juſtice, or Mercy, as his Word com- 
mands, and his Spirit perſuades us to > 
If, upon a ſincere Examination of our 
ſelves on theſe Heads, our Conſcience 


can acquit us as diligent and faithful, 


we may then with Joy expect the coming 
of our Maſter. But ſtill we muſt remember, 
that whatever Improvements we have 
made, *tis our Duty to go on to far- 

Þ 2 ther 


P 
«* 


* 1} 3 
\ 


L 20 ] 

ther Proficiencies, to preſs forward g9 
the high Mark of our Calling; increaſing pr 
with the Increaſe of God. For every 
Progreſs in Grace, tho* our own Endea- 
vours co-operate in making it, is yet the 
Gift of God, and, when Ir ot is an 
Acceſſion to our Talents ; 1t enlarges our 
Abilities, and conſequently adds to our 
Duty. God is able to the uttermoſt to 
repay thoſe who ſerve him; and ſince he N 
has declared, that our Reward ſhall bei. 
equal to the Meaſures of our Improve - ur 
ment, tho' we could even double ther 
Proportion of Increaſe here repreſent-· p. 
ed, we may be ſure of an anſwerable T 
Recompence from him. 


But what Inferences muſt he colle4Mip: 
from this Scripture, who has hithertoWce 
been idle, and, from the Talents depo-Wall 
ſited with him, produced nothing to the hi 
Intereſt of his Maſter? He may here at 
read his Fate, if his Lord comes and of 
finds him thus unfruitful, And howWbl: 
ſhould the terrible Proſpe& awaken him eit 
from his Slumber ; quicken him to an to 
immediate, and more vigorous Applica- Vic 


5 
. 


I Philip. iii. 14. Col. ii. 19. | 


tion 
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oon to Duty? That by a double Im- 


ang provement of the Time which yet re- 
very mains, he may redeem what he has 
idea -· Noſt. | 


t the | a 
is an But worſe ſtill, and more hardly to 


e retrieved, is his Caſe, who has ſquan- 


$ Our 

our der'd away the Stock it ſelf; ſuffer'd his 
ſt to Gifts to wither and periſh for want of 
e he Uſe; or, by abuſing them to the Ser- 


ice of Sin, has provoked God to with- 
draw them from him. What fhall the 
the Prodigal do, to recall the Fortune he has 

ſent · I ſpent, and appeaſe the Anger of his Judge? 
able The Terrors of the Lord may juſtly 
ſtand in Array before him, but muſt 

not extinguiſh his Endeavours in De- 


be 


'OVe- 


led 
erto 
epo- 
the 
1ere 
and 


cellent Talents, but he who gave, can 
alſo reſtore. If nothing elſe remains to 
him, yet if his Heart be humbled with 
a true, fincere Repentance, this is a Gift 
of God; a Gift, through Chriſt, capa- 
ble of great Improvements : which will 
either prevail with the Divine Mercy 
to revive his Strength for farther Ser- 
vices, or be accepted as an Equivalent 
for them, Let him then labour earneſt- 
ly to cultivate this laſt Stake, that what 
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ſpair. He has loſt, indeed, many ex- 
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is wanting in his Services, may be ſur 


muſt expect his Reward rather from the 


trition, and ſhew forth Fruits meet for 


— = PC I = 9 


man Life. The Night of Death comes, 


ny Ages may paſs between that Event 
8 G 


ks 


ly'd by a Pardon. 


This, alas! is, more or leſs, the Co 
dition of every Mortal. F we ſay tha 
we have no Sin, we deceive our ſelve 
and the Truth is not in us. Which o 
us has improved every Gift of God ti 
all the Fruits it was capable of produ 
eing? Or, if he has been faithful in ſome 
Talents, has not neglected others? Thi 
moſt circuſpect Piety will, in the Day of 
Account, have much to be forgiven ; and 


Mercy of his Judge, than the Merit o 
his Service. Let us then all labour to 
atone for our Failings by a ſincere Con 


Repentance, by an attentive Application 
of every Hour remaining to us, remem- 


bring that the Fudge ffandeth at the 


Door. 


The Time, indeed, may be long be- 
fore the final Reckoning may commence, 
but the Time allotted us to prepare for 
it is bounded by the ſhort Space of a hu- 


when no Man can work; and though ma- 


and 


Bs 


nd the Reſurrection to Judgment, yet 
chen we leave this World, the Days of 
Probation expire, the Account is then 
eal'd up, neither 1s 1t in our Power, by 
ny Application, to alter one Article of 
t. To Day, therefore, while. it is called 
Wo Day, let us addreſs our ſelves to the 
ork of our Lord]; to correct our Errors, 
Ind finiſh what is yet imperfect, that we 
Wy obtain his Approbation, and make 
Wur Calling and Election ſure. 


e general RefleMons ſuggeſted by this 
cripture, And being now to finiſh the 
ourſe of my Labours among you, Iam 
milling to hope, that a Subjed ſo com- 
rehenſive, which extends to every Duty 
f the Chriſtian Life, reminds every 
an of his Proportion of Service, and 
ts before him the moſt powerful Mo- 
ives to the Diſcharge of it, will, in 


1. ome Meaſure recall and apply every 
f Femon I have preach'd to you. But the 
fe. ircumſtances in which I now appear, 


all upon us more particularly to recolle& 
hat Articles will ariſe to our Charge 
a rom the Relation which has between 
Us. 


BRETHREN, I have obſerv'd to you 


— 
— 
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us. We are now parting from each 
ther, perhaps to meet no more, till thi 
Day when our Lord ſhall come to recti 
with us. In that Day an Account wi 
be demanded from Me of the Doctrine 
have taught; and from You, of your At 
. - «tention and Improvements under my Mi 
niſtry. If, according to my mean Ab 
lities, I have endeavour'd your Edifica 
tion in the Goſpel ; if I have labour'd t 
eſtabliſh you in the true Faith and Chure 
of Chriſt; 1f I have warn'd you of thi 
Danger of Sin, open'd to you the Path 
of Duty, and ſet before you the Oblig 
tions that require, and the Moti ves th: 
perſuade you to walk in them, I mz 
then look back with Pleaſure, on th 
Years in which I have ſerv'd you. Ant 
if the Power of the Goſpel has been man 
Feſted through my Weakneſs, and the Wor 
ſown has brought forth its proper Frui 
the Glory will belong to God, the Re 
ward to your own Souls, but to me al' 
will ariſe a Joy greater than the Triumpl 
of thoſe who divide the Spoil, And I tru 
that, through the Mercy of God to out 
manifold Infirmities, when we ſhall ap 
pear before him, both you and I may be 
able to reflect with ſome Comfort, on 1 
| Office 
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Office I have ſuſtain'd in this holy Place. 
In the mean time, petmit- me to hope, 
W that in our Affections we map ſtill Be pre- 
ſent to each other. No Diſtance can re- 
move us beyond the Effect of our mu- 
tual Prayers. Though they aſcend from 
different Stations, yet, they will meet 18 | 
the Preſence of the ſame God, and tranſ- 
mit his Bleſſings to the remoteſt Corner 
of the Earth, The many Obligations I 
have receiv'd, will ever demand this Re- 
turn from me. Your Happineſs, ſpiri- 
wal and temporal, will be a conſtant Ob- 
je& of my Requeſts' to God; but more 
ſpecially that he would ſanctify to you 
every Means of Grace, and give full Ef- 


mia fect to the Labours of that worthy Per- 

n thn, to whoſe Inſtructions I have the Plea- 
AnEure of leaving you: And I' truſt the 
man Charity of your Prayers will not be 
WorlWwanting to me. Et, 

Fruit 

e Re 

ie all May that infinite omnipreſent Being 

mph whom we worſhip, favourably re- 

tru gard our Supplications for each o- 


to ou ther: May his Bleſſing attend, and 
ll ar his Spirit conduct us through the 
nay be ſeveral Stages of our Pilgrimage, 
on the E till 


[ 26 ] 
till we finally meet in the Land 
of everlaſting Reſt, when all our 
Labours ſhall ceaſe, and our Pray- 
ers ſhall be changed into eternal 
Hallelu ahs. Amen. 
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er' d, &c. By John Rogers, D. D. Canon 
eſidentiary of Wells, and Chaplain to his 
oyal Highneſs, 8vo. WW 
II. A Farewell Sermon, preach'd to 


Je Inhabitants of the United Pariſhes of 
Fi- Church and St. Leonard's Foſter- 


ane. On Sunday, January 12. 1724. and 


, D. D. their Lecturer, 8 u. 1724 
III. Reaſons againſt Converſion to the. 


an, a late Convert to that Church. By 
Student of the Temple. duo. 1726 


Occaſions. By George Smalridge, D. D. 
e Lord Biſhop of Briſtal. The Second 
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HE Neceſſity of Divine Revela- 
tion, and the Truth of the Chri- 
ian Revelation aſſerted, in eight Ser- 
ons. To which 1s prefix'd, a Preface, 
ith ſome Remarks on a late Book, inti- 
Jed, The Scheme of Literal Prophecy con- 


bliſh'd at their Requeſt. By Fobn Ro- 


wrch of Rome. In a Letter to his Guar- 


I. Sixty Sermons, preach'd on fever - 4 


V. A Practical Treatiſe of Chriſtian 
tfection. By William Law, A. M. 
VI. Mr. Law's Remarks upon a late 


kk, intitled, The Fable of the. Rees : Or, 


vate Vices publick Beneſits, To which 
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